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Tourism Born out of Victory:
The First Japanese School Excursion to Manchuria in 1906
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This study examined the history of the first Japanese School Excursion to Manchuria in 1906, the year after
the end of Japanese-Russo War (1904-05). As the victor, the Japanese were deeply disappointed by the contents
of the Treaty of Portsmouth signed on 5 September 1905. In order to ameliorate this kind of frustration,
Rikugunsho (Ministry of War) and Monbusho(Ministry of Education) held the first school excursion to
Manchuria — a pilgrimage to an old battlefield of the Japanese-Russo War in July 1906. 3,694 middle
school students and teachers from all over Japan took part in this historical excursion. This study describes

this excursion and also investigates the Manchurian experience of participants through the analysis of official

documents, newspaper articles and travel reports.
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